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turbed times of war between the Moguls and Mahrattas. The crops raised were mostly Idjri, javdri, and other cereals, with some wheat and sugar-cane, the system of husbandry not differing from that in the country nearer Ahmadabad. Irrigation was carried on entirely from wells, many of them temporary, for which the nearness of water to the surface and its general sweetness afforded great facilities, of which nraeh more advantage might be taken than there was. Parantej, containing about 8,600 inhabitants, Harsol, Modasa, Bayad, Dhanstira, and other villages, were all fair markets; but the tendency of traffic generally was towards Ahmadabad, although transit duties levied in the intervening Qaikvari territory offered a great obstacle to it. There were no made roads, but, the country being open, there was no great hindrance to traffic except during the rainy season.
Parantej, inclusive of Modasa, contained 285 square miles, or 182,567 acres. The area of Parantej alone was nearly 162 square miles, or 108,662 acres, of which 89,179 were arable, with 71 Khalsa villages and 32,868 inhabitants. Modasa, with 45 Khalsa villages, had 11,887 people, with 12,877 acres of unarable land. In addition to these there were six Talukdari, forty Mevasi, and eleven villages shared with Idar. The revenue management, on the accession of British rule in 1818, was very varied, as in the rest of the Oollectorate, consisting of the division-of-produce system, of crop-rates on the "bigka, of cultivation, of plough and other taxes, and often of several of these combined in the same village. In 1837-38 the Collector, Mr. Jackson, introduced Inglia, rates, not varying with the crops raised, into twenty-nine villages of Parantej and three of Modasa, and Mr. Fawcett, in 1850-51, into thirty-nine of Parantej and forty-two of Modasa, one village (Gamri) being still allowed to be held on the payment of Es. 15 a year in the lump (udharjamdbandi). The settlements were made by Panchayats, who classed the land as of first, second, and third quality, and fixed two scales of payment on skilful and unskilful castes respectively, called bhartid and vagar-bJiartid. Looking also, as they did in fixing the assessments, at the general condition and means for the time being of the inhabitants of the several villages, the rates they fixed were very uneven, there being a difference of as much as 13*4 in the average rates of two of precisely